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‘Placing learning at the heart of everything we do’ 
 
27th May 2020 

Dear Parents & Carers 

Firstly, I would like to thank you very much for your continued support and understanding during these 

incredibly challenging times. Like you, we have been coming to terms with the significance of the 

announcement from the government, regarding schools opening to the wider community.  

As you know, primary schools will possibly be re-opening from 1st June, if it is safe to do so. The 

government have decided that this will be initially for Nursery, Reception, Year 1, and Year 6 children 

only. Planning for the re-opening of a school in these circumstances has proved to be an extremely 

complicated task and it is important to remember that every school, depending on their situation, will 

be planning the return in very different ways. The most important thing for us, is that the decisions 

we make will ensure that Priestley children, staff and parents are kept safe and it is to this purpose I 

now write to you. 

We will be beginning the phased return of pupils in Reception, Year One & Year Six from the week 

beginning the 15th June. Through our risk assessment process which takes into account scientific 

literature produced by both SAGE and the BMA, the school feels this will be the earliest and safest 

opportunity in which to reintegrate pupils back into school. Governors and the leadership team are in 

full agreement that our strategy is the safest way that we can increase the number of children on site. 

In this way, we can try to safely open to more children and adults that belong to the Priestley 

Community.  

A letter with more detail as to how everything will work from the 15th June will be sent out during next 

week. But what I can share with you now is:  

✓ The children wishing to return will be in school for two days per week and will be kept in small 

‘hubs’ or ‘bubbles’ of no more than 10 pupils.  

✓ The start and end to the day will be staggered for each year group. As will lunchtimes and 

playtimes to ensure the “bubbles” remain apart and thus minimise any chances of 

transmitting the disease. 

✓ Each ‘bubble’ or ‘hub’ will have different spaces to play in at breaktime and lunchtime. The 

children in each ‘bubble’ or ‘hub’ will be able to interact with each other and play together. 

We will explain to children that they should not be touching or cuddling. However, they will 

be expected to keep 2m apart. 

✓ They will have their own named chair, table and working equipment to use.  

✓ Staffing is still to be confirmed and I cannot guarantee that the children will be taught be their 

class teacher. 

 

Thank you to those of you who have responded with regards to wanting your child to return to school. 

That has allowed us to begin to put together groups and plan staffing requirements around it. Should 



you change your mind and either want to send your child to school from the 15th June or remove them 

from the list, it is imperative that you let the school know by responding to the 

ask@priestley.wilts.sch.uk email address, without a week’s notice we will not be able to provide a 

place in school for your child. 

With regards Key Worker and VC children the provision for them will remain the same. With the 

requirement that they need to be booked in by emailing ask@priestley.wilts.sch.uk. 

You may know of other schools that are taking a different approach for children in Reception, Years 1 
and 6 who are going back to school. Both the Government and Local Authority acknowledge that each 
setting is unique and that schools have been planning based on their individual circumstances. So 
although I appreciate that there will be a wide range of different views about how we should be 
responding and what action we should take, I hope you will continue to appreciate the complexities 
involved, and that the school will have taken as many remedial actions as possible to reduce the 
potential risks of catching or transferring the Covid Virus.  
 
However, I must state that like everywhere else in the world right now, no guarantees can be offered.   
I continue to appreciate both your patience and your support in trying to manage an extremely 

difficult situation. 

When all this is over, we will come back together again just as strong a community as before if not 

stronger. We thank you for your ongoing support of the school at this challenging time. 

Keep safe and well. 

 

Mr Marsh-Ballard 
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