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‘Placing learning at the heart of everything we do’ 
 

 
Thursday 9th September 2020 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

ITS GOOD TO BE BACK!!!!!  

It was fantastic Tuesday morning to see so many smiley faces filling the school’s classrooms again. As 

usual the children are showing us adults how to do it!!! They seem to have adjusted to the changes 

around school really quickly and are busy back focussing on their learning. Thank you for your 

continued support over the summer, all the fantastic work you did with the children and the 

preparation for Tuesday’s return has helped enable this transition back into school to happen so 

effectively.  

It has been a long summer for the children; therefore we will spend the first few weeks ensuring the 

children feel comfortable back in school as well as getting an idea of where all the children are with 

regards to their learning. Looking forward is a little tricky but ‘Plan A’ is to return to the school’s 

curriculum, providing the fantastic range of trips and visitors as soon as it’s safe to do so and we will 

keep you informed of this as things settle down. Currently we have pushed our usual November Yr5/6 

Residential Trip to Morfa Bay back to March 2021 and aim to continue with our Yr3/4 Residential Trip 

to Hooke Court in May 2021. However, what might or might not happen over the next few months 

might change these plans.  

After last summer’s ups and downs with regards to the extension, this summers’ work around the 

premises has been relatively quiet in comparison, although snagging works continue!!! This summer 

we have added an extensive new canopy over the patio area in front of Pufflings classroom and have 

extended the dedicated EYFS play area outside Ducklings & Goslings that includes a stage, playhouse 

and climbing frame amongst other things. as we strive to provide the best learning opportunities for 

the children that we can. 

As I said earlier it’s just great to be back and everyone at school looks forward to finding a ‘new normal‘ 

that will allow us to continue to provide the children with the best possible opportunities and enjoy 

the time at Priestley. 

WELCOME  

As usual at this time of the year we welcome our new members to the Priestley team in Ducklings and 

Goslings. So far so good, having popped into the classes and talking with some it is like they’ve always 

been here and already have opinions on how things should work!!! As we continue to grow, we also 

welcome a number of other new faces across the school, welcome to the team folks!!! 



 

 

We welcome two new members to the teaching team; Miss Swann will be teaching Pufflings and Miss 

Boniface will be teaching Goslings and Mrs Royal who has joined the ‘back of house’ team as the 

school’s Business Manager. 

REMINDERS 

I have noticed when looking out of the window groups of adults gathering together on the playground 

in the mornings. We are working hard in school with the children to observe safe practice so can I 

please ask that you adhere to the times that you are required to on school premises and do not gather 

in groups. This way we can continue to try and reduce both the amount of people and the length of 

time you are on school premises. Thankyou. 

Following current advice, we are not encouraging things from home to be brought into school other 

than the essentials i.e. coat & lunchbox, so can I please ask that bikes, scooters, mobile phones etc. 

be left at home, thank you. 

During lockdown we started using the ask@priestley.wilts.sch.uk email as a method of 

communication. This seemed to work well. Therefore, we will continue with this as a method of 

communication, if you should have any queries with regards to your child in school then please direct 

the communication to this email address. I cannot promise it’ll be dealt with as efficiently as during 

lockdown due to staff being back teaching fulltime, but it will be manned by senior members of staff 

who will either share your query or concern with the relevant class teacher or get back to you directly. 

 
Again, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continuous support. 
 
Keep safe and well. 
 

Mr Marsh-Ballard 
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