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‘Placing learning at the heart of everything we do’ 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

As you know Primary Schools are re-opening. The government have decided that this will be initially for Nursery, 

Reception, Year 1, and Year 6 children only, with other year groups hopefully returning before the end of the 

school year. 

Planning for re-opening of a school in these circumstances is very complicated. Every school, depending on their 

situation, will be planning the return to school in a different way. The most important thing for us is that the 

decisions we make will ensure that Priestley children, staff and parents can be kept safe. During the next two 

weeks, we will be sharing our plans for Priestley School with you as decisions are made. Please read letters 

emailed to you as they arrive and check our website for updates. 

Sickness  
As usual, children will not be able to attend school if they are ill. Also, children must stay at home for 7 days if 
they have either:  

✓ a high temperature – they feel hot to touch on their chest or back  

✓ a new, continuous cough – this means they have started coughing repeatedly  

✓ a loss or changed sense of normal smell or taste (anosmia)  

In addition, if anyone who lives in the household develops these symptoms, then children must stay at home for 
14 days. Self-isolation is not necessary if the child or family member who is ill is tested and the result is negative. 
The child may return to school. 
 

Social Distancing  
You need to know that we cannot guarantee that children will socially distance from each other in school. Even 
with fewer children in school currently than we expect to be in school when we re-open, we have found this 
impossible. However, we will implement all reasonable measures possible in line with current government 
advice. 
 

The guidance from the government talks about children being kept in ‘bubbles’ or ‘hubs’ of up to 15 children. It 
says that social distancing should be encouraged, but with younger children it acknowledges that this will not 
be possible all the time. Each ‘bubble’ or ‘hub’ will therefore be managed slightly differently. 
 

Each ‘bubble’ or ‘hub’ will have different spaces to play in at break time and lunchtime. The children in each 
‘bubble’ or ‘hub’ will be able to interact with each other and play together. We will explain to children that they 
should not be touching or cuddling. However, they will be expected to keep 2m apart. 
 

Hygiene & Handwashing  
✓ Displaying coronavirus infection control measures information posters around the school. 
✓ Encouraging good hygiene by promoting the importance of handwashing for at least 20 seconds with 

warm water and soap in the following circumstances: 
o Before leaving home 
o On arrival at school 
o After using the toilet 
o After breaks and sporting activities 
o Before eating any food, including snacks 
o Before leaving school 

✓ The NHS’s official guide on how to wash your hands can be accessed by clicking here. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/best-way-to-wash-your-hands/


Cleaning  
The school has had a deep clean last week using our cleaning company. The school will be cleaned daily, as usual. 

Each classroom will also have cleaning equipment, spray and wipes available to them for cleaning as needed 

during the school day. We will also have a clean through each lunchtime using our cleaning company and a 

deeper clean every Wednesday where carpets and floors will be disinfected. 

PPE  
Staff will be wearing PPE if they choose to when in school. They will all be wearing PPE if they are dealing with a 
child who is ill or has an accident. This expectation is clear in the current government guidelines.  
 

Lunches  
All children will need a packed lunch. Please remember:  

✓ We ask that packed lunches are also healthy, balanced meals.  

✓ The lunch should be packed in a sealed container clearly marked with the child's name.  

✓ Drinks should be in a leak-proof container (a flask with a flip-up mouthpiece is best). For safety 

reasons, cans and glass bottles are not allowed. Drinks should not be fizzy. Water is always available 

to fill water bottles.  

✓ A spoon is needed for yoghurt, etc. The school will currently be unable to provide any cutlery. 

✓ All left over food and wrappers must be taken home. 

 

Free School Meals Vouchers  
The government will continue to provide vouchers each week from Edenred for eligible children in June. 

Other Children (in Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, and Year 5)  
We will continue to provide activities for learning at home on the school website and we would like to thank you 
for your continued support in helping your child learn from home. Please do get in contact if you need any 
support. We will be in touch with you when we are able to extend the year groups that are invited to return to 
school.  
 

You will have lots of other questions not answered in this letter. Through our letters over the coming days, we 

will do our best to anticipate what they are and answer them. However, if you have a query, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 

Again, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continuous support. 

 
Keep safe and well. 

 

Mr Marsh-Ballard 


