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Priestley Primary School 

Prince Charles Drive 
CALNE    Wiltshire 

SN11 8TG 
 
2 September 2019 
 
Dear Parents 

This wasn’t the welcome letter I was hoping to be able to send out as our first email 
communication.  It has been left to me to apologise on behalf of the Local Authority for the 

inconvenience caused by the extra closure days.  

As you can see from the photos included below which were taken a couple of days ago, the works 
planned for the summer holidays have overrun.  Unfortunately, several unforeseen issues with 
works in the old building regarding gas pipes, steels hidden in walls, to mention just two, meant that 
works had to be halted at times in order to await recalculations and amended information from the 
engineers before work could recommence.  

I can assure you that this decision was not taken lightly by the Local Authority, but just a quick look 
at the photos will show you that there was no way it would have been safe for the children to return 
to school. 

I can totally appreciate the frustration currently being felt and can assure you that this frustration is 
shared by all at school.  At present, the school staff are working hard to enable school to reopen on 
Monday, 9 September, but at the moment we have limited facilities.  There is no gas connected, so 
no hot water, intermittent power and building debris spread around the whole school, as well as 
builders, electricians and floor fitters.  It is also important to note that the fire system has not yet 
been commissioned and therefore doesn’t meet health and safety regulations, which is just one of 
the many safety considerations taken during the decision-making process. 

I can assure you that this short-term pain will be worth it in the long term, as the facilities that your 
children will have and enjoy will be far superior to those they have had access to previously.  

Once again, I can only apologise and continue to work with school staff to reclaim our school from 
the builders and be ready to welcome the children on Monday morning. 

Yours sincerely 
 
A  Marsh-Ballard 
 
A MARSH-BALLARD 
Headteacher 
 
 
 


