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Charles Darwin

 Nationality: British. 
 Place and year of birth: Shrewsbury, Shropshire 1809. 
 Place and year of death: Downe, Kent 1882. 
 Family: Parents – Robert and Susannah Darwin.  
 Siblings – Marianne, Caroline Sarah, Susan.Elizabeth, 

Erasmus Alvey, Charles, Emily Catherine. 
 Famous for: Coming up with the theory of evolution 

and for many visits to the Galapagos Islands. 
 Interesting fact: Darwin was an inquisitive man and 

when he saw strange animals, he often wondered what 
they would taste like. 

 
Thomas Edison

 Nationality: American. 
 Place and year of birth: Ohio 1847. 
 Place and year of death: New Jersey 1931.  
 Family: Parents – Samuel Ogden and Nancy Matthews 

Elliot.  Wives – Mary Stilwell, Mina Miller. 
 Children – Marion Estelle Edison, Thomas Alva Edison 

Jr, William Leslie Edison .Madeleine Edison, Charles 
Edison, Theodore Miller Edison.  

 Famous for: Some of his greatest achievements were 
the light bulb, the phonograph and the electric 
generator. 

 Interesting fact: Edison was deaf. 
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Archimedes
 

 Nationality: Italian. 
 Place and year of birth: Sicily 287 BC. 
 Place and year of death: Syracuse 212 BC. 
 Family: Father was called Phidias, but his mother’s 

name was unknown. 
 Famous for: He is the greatest known mathematician.  

He is known for saying ‘Eureka!’ when he worked out 
the law of volumetric displacement (your volume of 
water spills out of a full bath when you get into it). 

 Interesting fact: His last words (to the Roman soldier 
that killed him) 'Don't disturb my circles.' 

 
Pythagoras 

 Nationality: Greek. 
 Place and year of birth: Samos 570 BC. 
 Place and year of death: Metapontum about 495 BC. 
 Family: Mnesarchus was his father; his mother’s name 

was Pythais. 
 Famous for: Coming up with geometric theories and 

spotting relationships between angles in a triangle.   
 Interesting fact: He refused was to eat bread unless it 

was cut in a certain way. 
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Marie Curie

 Nationality: Polish. 
 Place and year of birth: Warsaw 1867. 
 Place and year of death: Haute Savoie, France 1934. 
 Family: Parents –Bronisława and Władysław 

Skłodowski. Husband: Pierre Curie. Siblings – Helena 
and Zofia. Children – Irene and Eve 

 Famous for: Discovering the radioactive elements 
polonium and radium and inventing radiotherapy 
(cancer treatment). 

 Interesting fact: She was the first woman to ever win a 
Nobel Prize. 

Albert Einstein

 Nationality: German. 
 Place and year of birth: Ulm, Germany 1879. 
 Place and year of death: New Jersey, USA 1955. 
 Parents – Hermann Einstein and Pauline Einstein. 
 Famous for being one of the greatest minds of the 20th 

Century.  He produced perhaps one of the most famous 
equations ever: E = mc².  He created a brand new way 
of understanding the universe, space and time.  He 
suggested that black holes actually ‘pull in’ time and 
light. 

 Interesting fact: He was offered, but turned down the 
job of ‘President of Israel’. 
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Isaac Newton 

 Nationality: British. 
 Place and year of birth: Lincolnshire 1642. 
 Place and year of death: Middlesex 1727. 
 Parents – Isaac Newton and Hannah Ayscough. 
 Famous for: Figuring out what gravity is and how it 

worked.  He also split white light into the seven colours 
of the rainbow. 

 Interesting fact: Newton almost became a farmer. 

 

 

Rosalind Franklin
 

 Nationality: British. 
 Place and year of birth: Notting Hill, London 1920. 
 Place and year of death: Chelsea, London 1958. 
 Family: Her father was Arthur Ellis Franklin and Muriel 

Frances Waley was her mother. 
 Famous for: She worked out what the structure of DNA 

is. 
 Interesting fact: Franklin's family helped settle Jewish 

refugees from Europe who had escaped the Nazis. 
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Louis Pasteur

 

 Nationality: French. 
 Place and year of birth: Dole, France 1822. 
 Place and year of death: Marnes la Coquette, France 

1895. 
 Family: Parents – Jean-Joseph Pasteur and Jeanne-

Etiennette Roqui.  Wife – Marie Laurent.  Children - 
Jeanne, Cecile, Marie Camille and Baptiste.  

 Famous for: Responsible for inventing the process of 
pasteurisation which keeps milk fresh and healthy to 
drink for longer.  

 Interesting fact: He wouldn't shake anybody's hand, not 
even royalty. He was afraid of picking up germs from 
people. 

 
Stephen Hawking

 Nationality: British. 
 Place and year of birth: Oxford 1942. 
 Place and year of death: Still alive (September 2012). 
 Family: Parents – Frank and Isobel Hawking. 
 Wives – Jane Wilde, Elaine Mason. 
 Children – Robert, Lucy, and Timothy. 
 Famous for: His ideas on the ‘big bang’ theory and 

black holes. 
 Interesting fact: He was once on the Oxford Rowing 

Team. 
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  Paul Klee   
 

 Nationality: Swiss. 
 Place and year of birth: Münchenbuchsee bei Bern 

1879. 
 Place and year of death: Muralt, 1940. 
 Family: Parents – Hans Wilhelm Klee and Ida Marie 

Klee.  Wife – Lily Stumpf.  Children – Felix Paul. 
 Famous for: Producing nearly 9,000 paintings, 

drawings, and watercolours in a great variety of styles. 
 Interesting fact: Even though he was from Switzerland, 

he was more famous in Germany. 

 
Claude Monet 

 Nationality: French. 
 Place and year of birth: Paris 1840. 
 Place and year of death: Giverny 1926. 
 Family: Parents – Claude Adolphe Monet and Louise 

Justine Aubrée Monet 
Wife – Camille Doncieux, Alice Hoschede  
Children – Jean, Michel. 

 Famous for: Developing a style of painting called 
Impressionism as seen in paintings like ‘Water Lilies’. 

 Interesting fact: He was more interested in how 
something looked when the sunlight was on it. 
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Pablo Picasso 

 Nationality: Spanish. 
 Place and year of birth: Malaga, Spain 1881. 
 Place and year of death: Mougins, France 1973. 
 Family: Parents – Don José Ruiz y Blasco and María 

Picasso y López. Wives – Olga and Jacqueline (and 
many girlfriends).Children – Paulo (mother was Olga 
Khokhlova). Maia (mother was Marie-Thérèse). 

 Walther Claude and Paloma (mother was Francoise 
Gilot).  

 Famous for: Developing a style of art called Cubism as 
seen in pictures like ‘Weeping Woman’. 

 Interesting fact: Picasso’s first word was pencil. 

 

Leonardo Da Vinci 

 Nationality: Italian. 
 Place and year of birth: Vinci, Italy 1452. 
 Place and year of death: Ambrose, France 1591. 
 Parents – Messer Piero Fruosino di Antonio da Vinci 

and Caterina da Vinci. 
 Famous for: Painting several pictures that are thought 

of as ‘masterpieces’ including; the ‘Mona Lisa’ and the 
‘Last Supper’.  Also known as a visionary inventor and 
designer. 

 Interesting fact: It took Leonardo Da Vinci about ten 
years to paint Mona Lisa’s lips. 
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Andy Goldsworthy 

 Nationality: British. 
 Place and year of birth: Cheshire 1956. 
 Place and year of death: Still alive (September 2012). 
 Family: Parents –. Allin Goldsworthy and Muriel Stanger.  

Wives – Judith Gregson and present partner, Tina Fiske.  
Children – James, Holly, Anna and Thomas. 

 Famous for: Being a sculptor and photographer who 
creates art in natural settings. 

 Interesting fact: Goldsworthy often uses only his bare 
hands and teeth to build his sculptures. 

 
The Beatles 

 Nationality: British. 
 Place and year of birth: Liverpool between 1940 and 

1943. 
 Place and year of death: John Lennon – New York, USA 

1980.  George Harrison Los Angles, USA 2001. 
 Famous for: The Beatles are the best-selling and most 

famous band in history, writing 213 songs and filling 22 
albums.  In eight short years they accomplished more 
than any other musical artists.   

 Interesting fact: Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band is 
the first British rock album to have the lyrics for every 
song printed on the back cover. 

 



When will I be famous fact cards KS2 

© www.teachitprimary.co.uk 2012  19312 Page 9 of 12 

 
Mozart 

 Nationality: Austrian. 
 Place and year of birth: Salzburg 1756. 
 Place and year of death: Vienna 1791. 
 Family: Parents – Leopold and Anna Maria Mozart.  

Spouse – Constanze Mozart.  Children – Frank and Karl. 
Famous for: Specific achievements – Mozart composed 
about 600 works in his entire lifetime, which included 
quartet, choral, symphonies, piano and organ music. 

 Interesting fact: Mozart started writing music at six years 
of age. 

 
Johannes Brahms

 Nationality: German. 
 Place and year of birth: Hamburg, Germany 1833. 
 Place and year of death: Vienna, Austria 1897.  Family: 

Parents – Johann Jakob Brahms and Johanna Henrika 
Christiane Nissen. 

 Famous for: Writing fantastical classical music which is 
still loved by many today. 

 Interesting fact: Brahms started writing his first 
symphony in his early 20’s and finished it when he was 
43. 
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Elvis Presley

 Nationality: American. 
 Place and year of birth: Tupelo 1935. 
 Place and year of death: Memphis 1977. 
 Family: Vernon and Gladys Presley. 
 Famous for: Selling over a billion albums worldwide.  He 

has had over 30 number one hits, and won many 
international music awards. 

 Interesting fact: Despite the millions he made while he 
was alive, accountants believe that had Elvis lived for 
another six months, he would have completely run out of 
cash! 

 
Lady Gaga 

 Nationality: American. 
 Place and year of birth: New York 1986. 
 Place and year of death: Still alive (September 2012). 
 Family: Parents – Joseph and Cynthia Germanotta.  

Siblings – Natali Germanotta. 
 Famous for: Becoming internationally famous by writing 

and performing her own songs. 
 Interesting fact: Her real name is Stefani Joanne Angelina 

Germanotta. 
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Mary Seacole

 

 Nationality: Jamacian. 
 Place and year of birth: Kingstone, Jamaica 1805 
 Place and year of death: London, England 1881. 
 Family: Parents – Scottish father and Jamaican mother.  

Husband – Edward Seacole. 
 Famous for: Mary played a heroic role in nursing British 

soldiers during the Crimean war, often tending their 
wounds while under fire herself 

 Interesting fact: As a black woman, Mary often suffered 
racist abuse.  Despite this she actually paid for her own 
travel to treat the injured. 

 
Grace Darling 

 

 Nationality: British. 
 Place and year of birth: Northumberland 1815. 
 Place and year of death: Northumberland 1842. 
 Family: Parents – William Darling and Thomasin. 
 Famous for: Along with her father, she became a heroine 

for saving 13 people from the shipwrecked SS Forfarshire 
in 1838. 

 Interesting fact: Grace is buried with her father and 
mother in a modest grave in St. Aidan’s churchyard, 
Bamburgh. 
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Martin Luther King

 Nationality: American. 
 Place and year of birth: Atlanta 1929. 
 Place and year of death: Memphis 1968. 
 Family: Parents – Reverend Martin Luther King Sr. and 

Alberta Williams King.  Wife – Coretta Scott King. 
Children – Yolanda, Martin Luther III, Dexter Scott and 
Bernice. 

 Famous for: He became the youngest person to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his work to end racism, using 
non-violent methods in 1964. 

 Interesting fact: Martin's name had been recorded 
wrongly on his birth certificate. The certificate said 
Michael King, so his name had to be legally changed to 
Martin Luther King Jr.

 

St. George 

 Nationality: Turkish (probably). 
 Place and year of birth: Cappadocia, Turkey 280. 
 Place and year of death: Lydda, Palestine 303. 
 Famous for: St. George was a brave Roman soldier who 

protested against the Romans' torture of Christians and 
died for his beliefs. 

 Interesting fact: St George is held as an important 
religious figure in many countries, including England 
where he is the patron saint.  There are many stories 
about St George, including his battle with a dragon. 

 


